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[ Abstract]  Experimental animals as living reagents promote the development of life science and medicine, and
draw public attention to the welfare ethics of experimental animals. Experimental animal welfare ethics is important for
animal protection and plays an important role in protecting the rights and interests of experimental animals and promoting
the rationality and morality of scientific research. However, during the evolution of animal protectionism, some extreme
theories, such as extreme animal protectionism, have also emerged. This article summarizes the main theories of animal
protectionism and the development of animal welfare ethics, and analyzes the main problems of extreme animal
protectionism. This article expounds on the present situation and problems of experimental animal welfare ethics and puts
forward some suggestions to promote the practice of experimental animal welfare ethics to provide references for our
country’ s experimental animal welfare ethics practice and system construction.
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Table 1 Main viewpoints of animal protectionism theory
Theory Start Ethical status Attitudes to animals Human and animal relationships

Animal

compassion theory

Animal
welfare theory

Animal

liberation theory

Animal

rights theory

Human ethics
and morality

Animals have
complex nerves and

self-awareness

Take the animal as
the start

Take the animal as

the start

No ethical status

A certain

ethical status

A certain
ethical status

Same ethical

status as humans

Treat animals with kindness and

oppose wanton cruelty to animals

Rational use of animals and protect

the basic rights of animals

Oppose any behavior that

harms animals

Oppose all use of animals

Humans and animals coexist

in harmony

Protect the reasonable interests of
human and ensure the moral and

emotional appeal to animals

Mandatory restrictions on human use of

animals

Animals and human are regarded as

the same in moral terms
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Table 2 Comparison between experimental animal welfare ethics and extreme animal protectionism

Theory Attitudes to animals Attitudes to human Whether accepted by people Whether protect experimental animals
,
,
Experimental Rational use animals and . .
P L. Protect human rights to  Accepted by people Laws protect the basic rights and
animal protect the basic rights . o K ) ) .
. K rational use of animals interests of experimental animals
welfare ethics of animals
’ ’
Extreme Disregard for Accepted by a minority of

. . . No scientific and operable, and
animal Oppose all use of animals  human rights people and cause . .
. cannot protect experimental animals
protectionism great controversy




110

2024

5 34 5 Chin J Comp Med, May 2024,Vol. 34 No. 5

3

Table 3 Regulations on experimental animal welfare ethics

Regulations

Promulgating agency

Numbers Grade of regulation

Regulations on the management of
experimental animals

Guidance on the treatment of
experimental animals

Laboratory ~ animal  institutions—
General requirements for  quality
and competence

Laboratory  animal—Guideline  for

ethical review of animal welfare

Laboratory animal— Environment and

housing facilities

Guideline of assessment for humane

endpoints in animal experiment

Laboratory animal—Methodology for
the review of animal

experimental protocols

Laboratory animal—Guidelines

for euthanasia

State Scientific and

Technological Commission

State Scientific and

Technological Commission

General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine
Standardization Administration

General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine

Standardization Administration

General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine

Standardization Administration

National Certification and
Accreditation Administration

Chinese Association for Laboratory

Animal Sciences

National Technical Committee for
Standardization of Laboratory Animals

Gkfez [ 1988] No.2

State administrative regulations

Gkfez [2006] No. 398

State administrative regulations

GB/T 27416-2014

National standards

CB/T 35892-2018 National standards

CB-14925-2010 National standards

RB/T 173-2018 National standards

T/CALAS 52-2018
Industry standards

GB/T 39760-2021

National standards

o (3)

N Ay

(1)
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